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A Study on Early Periods of Kim Jong-chul’s Poem
in The View of The Catholic World

Kim, Jae-hong*

Poet Kim Jong-chul received the ‘Hankook ilbo Spring Literary Award’ with
‘Jaebong(sewing)’ in 1968 and ‘Seoul Newspaper Spring Literary Award’ with ‘Sea
Variations’ in 1970 and so began his literary career. Before his death as a chronic
disease in 2014, he had done the poetical works for 46 years. In his lifetime, he
published the seven collections of poetry, eight poems including the posthumous
collection, “The House of Revival of Jeoldusan”, a sibling collection of poems along
with his elder brother Kim Jong-hae “Mother, Our Mother” and a collection of poems
“Nails and Life and Dreams” and “The Man Who hammer Nails.”

Poet Kim Jong-chul who participated in the Vietham War completed ‘The Fugue
of Death’ which was the representative work of the first collection of poems “The
Will of the Seoul” with nine songs and 205 lines. This work was unfolded to present
a series of images of death and death to each song and song in line with fugue, a
musical piece in the form of a counterpoint, and to strengthen tragedy and deepen the
tragic beauty by overlapping and duplicating the images. And ‘The Floating Island’,
one of the representative works of the second collection of poems “The Oido(Oi
Island)” was a masterpiece that includes a total of 181 verses of short lyric poems
of 11 features. From the perspective of the overall content and quantity, this work not
only represented the second collection of poems, but it was also a highly motivated
work that overviewed seven series of “Oido”.

In this paper, through the analysis of Kim Jong-chul’s early major poems, ‘The

* Hanyang University
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Fugue of Death’ and ‘The Floating Island’, it confirmed that his world was
established on a Catholic basis, it regarded an ethicalization of faith and a religious
belief in ethics. Although the Catholic world view is for Kim Jong-chul the ‘belief
in revelation’ itself, to made it into a work of art, ‘The Fugue of Death’ and ‘The

Floating Island’ were the practice of faith and the ethnicise of faith.

Keywords : Kim Jong—chul, Catholic, death, fugue, island, revelation, faith,
salvation, ethics, practice.



